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(54) PICTURE CONTRAST ADJUSTMENT DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain a picture with sharp contrast even 
in the case of an original including much of tone. 
CONSTITUTION: An A/D converter converts an analog 
picture signal outputted from an image pickup element 
into a multi-gradation digital picture signal. A main 
correction circuit generates a histogram H1 from the 
digital picture signal to correct a picture element density 
distribution area in the histogram H1 so as to spread to 
the entire picture element density and to generate a 
histogram H2 whose picture element density distribution 
is corrected to spread to the entire area. Then gamma 
correction is applied by a correction conversion circuit 
to set a point (gravity center) G bisecting the area of 
the histogram H2 to be a center of the entire density 
range and then a corrected histogram H3 is generated. 
Thus, the multi-gradation digital picture signal with 
excellent contrast is obtained. 
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